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Section 29 (2), Patent Law 



This application is deemed to be rejected for the reason (s) 
set forth below • If any argument is to be presented, a Written 
Argument should be submitted within three months from the 
mailing date of this action. (Translator's note: phrases in 
square brackets are added for ease of understanding.) 



REASON 

[LACK OF INVENTIVE STEP] The present invention of this 
application claimed in the claims pointed out below is 
unpatentable under the provisions of Section 29 (2) of Patent 
Law, since the invention could have easily been thought of by 
anyone who had general knowledge in this art field before the 
filing, based on the invention described in the below-mentioned 
publication (s) which was/were distributed in Japan or in a 
foreign country before the filing date. 

Note (see below for the list of References Cited) 

Claims 1, 15 and 20 



Detection of microscopic objects (dust) and pits 
(substrate defects) on wafers by discriminating them using an 
angular distribution of scattered light was commonly used 
technology as can be found in References 1 through 3. Applying 
such commonly used technology to a technology of Reference 4, 
in which P polarized light is illuminated and scattered light 
from an inspected object is received with different angles 
respectively, could have easily been done by a skilled person 
in the art. 

Claims 2, 4-7, 9, 16, 18 and 19 

Providing detectors in a direction perpendicular [to the 
surface] and at an angle other than perpendicular [to the 
surface] is disclosed in Reference 3 . (Although paragraph 0017 
of Reference 3 shows that sensor 132 receives reflected light 
at an angle of (psi, phy) = (0 degree, 90 degree) , this is deemed 



to be a typographical error of (90 degree, 0 degree) . In short, 
sensor 132 is positioned in a perpendicular direction.) 

Moreover, Reference 4 discloses that detectors which 
receive scattered light can be placed in a direction 
perpendicular [to the surface] and in directions for receiving 
back scattered light and front scattered light, and that a 
medium angle collector receives scattered light in a 
substantially perpendicular direction [to the surface] ranging 
from -25 through 20 degree (see specification [of W096/27786 
Pamphlet], page 18 line 25 through page 19, line 22; and page 
20 lines 6-33.) 

Claims 8 and 24 

Reference 4 discloses that an incident angle is 
preferably set in directions of 65 through 85 degree from a 
direction perpendicular to the item surface (see specification 
page 15, line 27- page 16, line 3.) 

Claim 12 

See remarJcs regarding claims 1, 2 and 8 shown above. 



List of References Cited 

1. JP 63143831, A2 [English family: not found] 

2. JP 63298035, A2 [English family: not found] 

3. JP 06242012, A2 [English family: not found] 

4. Pamphlet of W096/27786 (corresponds to JP11501727, T2) 
[Reference 4 is by the same applicant as that of the. 

present application.] 



Claims other than those pointed out in this Action seem 
to have no reason for rejection at this stage • If additional, 
reasons are found, another Office Action will be issued. 



If you have any questions concerning the Office Action, 
the following should be contacted: 

Material analysis (Physical and diagnostic analysis) , 
1st Examination Division, 
Eiji TANABE, 

phone: 03-3581-1101 (ext. 6625) 

facsimile: 03-3501-0604 
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Record of Prior Art Search Results 
Field of search IPC ver.7 G01N21/84-21/958 
Prior Art 

The record of prior art search result does not constitute 
the reason for rejection. 
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